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terrible circumstance, and would have made the best husband in the world a bad husband to me.
Wid. Ay, child, and so it did to me in some cases, though he was otherwise the best-humoured man, and the best husband imaginable.
Yo. Sist. No question there was some uneasiness at first, but it seems you got over it; I wish you would tell us, sister, how you managed the first discovery between you.
Wid. Truly, sister, the uneasiness was not so much at first as at last, and had we lived longer together, it must of necessity have grown worse, especially as the children grew up.
Yo. Sist. Indeed there you might have come to clash in matters very essential to your peace.
Wid. Might have clashed! do you say ? indeed, sister, we must have clashed; it was unavoidable; it could not be, that I could be easy to have the children bred papists, or that he could have been easy to have them bred, as he called it, heretics.
Yo. Sist. It was impossible indeed; and the more you were both settled and serious in your opinions, the more impossible it would be for you to yield that point to one another.
Wid. "Why you know, sister, Mr.---------was a
very serious, grave man, and I assure you, in his way, he was very devout; and this made his yielding to me sometimes to be very difficult to him; he had very strong struggles between his principles and his affection.
Eld. Sist. Dear sister, it is always so where there are differing opinions between a man and his wife; the more zealous and conscientious they are in their several ways, the more difficult it is for them to yield those points up to one another, which kindness and affection may incline them to give up. But